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Via Facsimile and Federal Express

Jeff S. Jordan

Supervising Attorney

Federal Election Commission
999 E Street, NW
Washington, D.C. 20463

Re: MURG6325
Dear Mr. Jordan:

Enclosed please find Hartline for Congress 2010’s Response in the above-tefereneed

Mattor Under Review. Ifyou have any questions, please do not hesitate to call.

Very truly yours,
N o
William M. Outhier
WMO/mbs
Enclosure
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) MUR #6325
V. )
)
JEFF HARTLINE and )
JEFF HARTLINE FOR CONGRESS 2010, )
REEPONSE

Jeff Hartline and Jeff Hartline for Congsess 2010 (the “Campaign”) respond to

Complainant’s Camplaint as follows:
INTRODUCTION

On July 15, 2010, the Campaign became aware that its yard signs and billboards did not
have a proper disclaimer. The Campaign acted immediately to print stickers and place them on
hundreds of signs in the office and even more signs already in the field. The Campaign also
contacted the vendor responsible for the one billboard in place and had corrective language
p.hoed on it. The second ad was scheduled to cycle off an electronic billboard on or about July
15 end did not need te be remedied. While the Canpaign toes mot deny that these public
communications werc without a proper disclairver for a sBort period of time, the problem was
quickly rectified and mt_rols weme mbeaquently mut in place to jmevent the prolem fivm
occurring again.

STATEMENT OF FACTS _

1. The Campaign formed on or about January 5, 2010. See Statement of

Organization filed January 19, 2010 attached as Ex. 1.

2. During the course of the campaign, the Campaign ordered approximately 1,200
yard signs. On or about June 12, 2010, the Campaign launched a series of events publically
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- announcing Jeff Hartline’s candidacy. At the same time, the Campaign began to distribute yard

signs. Affidavit of Wesley Hartline (“Hartline Aff.”) attached as Ex. 2 at { 5.

3. Shorﬂythméaﬁer,theCampaignbegannminganadverﬁsementonmelw&oﬁic
billboard at 2922 West End Avenue in Nashville, Tenncssee. That billboard ran for
approximately one month and ceased running approximately July 15, 2010. /d. at § 10.

4. Onor about July 1, 2610 the Campaign began advertising on a billboard located
at 4114 Hillsboro Road in Nashville, Tennessee. /d at § 7. |

5. The yard signs and the biiiboards did nat contain disclaimer language indentifying
the source of funding of the public communioetions. /d at 3.

6. On July 15, 2010, the Wesley Hartline, Field Director for the Campaign, saw a
message board post in the Internet claiming that the Campaign’s yard signs were not in
compliance with FEC regulations. This was the first time that the Campaign became aware of
the deficiency. Id. | -

7.  That day, the Campaign printed stickers containing the phrase “Paid for by
Hartline for Congress 2010, Phil Meadows, Treasurer.” Id. at § 4.

8. The Campaign affixed those stickers on approximately 379 yards signs in the
Campaiga office that had yet $0 be distributed. /d. The Campaign dispatched volunteers into the
field to affix stickers on appmoximately 821 signs that had almady been distsibuted. & Tha
Campaign was able to remedy at: least 75-80% of the signs that had already been placed in the
field. Id.

9. Photographs of the corrected signs arc attached as Exhibit A to the Affidavit of
Wesley Hartline.
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10.  On July 15, the Campaign also contacted the vendor maintaining the billboard at
4114 Hillsboro Road. Hartline Aff. at § 7. Attached as Exhibit B to the affidavit of Wesley
Hartline is a photograph of the corrected billboard.

11.  The Campaign subsequently sent a ietter to the FEC notifying it of the corrective
action that had been taken. Hartline Aff. at § 8.

12.  ARer receiving the email and comecting the yard signs and billboard, the
Campaign made it a pblicy to run public communiontions by legal counsel. Id. at 9.

ARGUMENT

The FEC has dismissed similar actions as low priority pursuant to the Commission’s
Enforcement Priority System. See e.g. MUR 4975 (Respondent quickly remedied yard signs
lacking disclaimer indicating who paid for the communication and complaint was dismissed);
MUR 6032 (Respondent printed stickers and remedied yard signs after becoming aware of the
lack of a disclaimer and complaint was dismissed as low-rated).

As noted above, Campaign staff were not alerted to the fact that the disclaimer language
required on the billboards and yard signs was missing until approximately one month after
distribution of signs began. As soon as the posting on the Internet drew the Campaigns attention
to the problem, the Campaign moved quickly td romedy it, including sending volunteers out nito
the streets where yasd signs were knowte to have been placed to put stickears on them. There wsa
ne conscious effort to evade the rules and, certainly, no adventage gained from the lack of the
inadvertent disclosure. Indeed, all of the signs had Jeff Hartline's and the Campaign’s website.

The Republican primary was held in Tennessee on August 5, 2010. Jeff Hartline finished
second in that race and will not be advancing to the general election. Consequently, the

Campaign is winding down and there is no chance of a repeat violation. There is little to be
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gained from the FEC pursuing this matter further. The Campaign has otherwise attempted to
conduct its campaign in a compliant fashion. Consequently, the Campaign requests that the FEC
exercise its prosecutorial judgment and dismiss this matter.
CONCLUSION -+
For the foregoing reasons, the Campaign "asks that the Commission exercise its
prosecutorial discretion ard diemiss this matter.

Respectfully submitted,

h/m-f-

William M. Outhier

Riley Warnock & Jacobson, PLC
1906 West End Avenue
Nashville, Tennessee 37203
(615) 320-3700

wouthier@rwiplc.com
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